Influence of feeding varying levels of Amaferm on performance of lactating dairy cows.
Amaferm, a fermentation extract of Aspergillus oryzae, was fed as a top-dressing to dairy cows at 0, 1.5, 3, and 6 g/d in two lactation trials using 64 cows in 1989. Lactation trial 1 was conducted in the spring (March to May) and used 40 cows averaging 75 DIM for a 70-d treatment period. Lactation trial 2 was during the summer (June to July). Twenty-four cows averaging 140 DIM were employed in a 60-d study. Measurements included milk yield, feed intake, BW, rectal temperatures, respiration rate, and digestibility of CP, NDF, and DM. None of the levels of Amaferm had a significant effect on milk yield or composition, BW changes, or digestion coefficients in either trial. Cows fed 1.5 g/d of Amaferm had a higher DMI than those receiving 0 or 6 g in trial 1, and respiration rates were significantly higher for cows fed 3 g/d of Amaferm in trial 2. Under the conditions of this study, none of the levels of Amaferm affected the performance of lactating cows. Further elucidation of factors influencing response to Amaferm is needed.